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Criminal Liability for Spreading False News

Via Electronic Means

Prepared by: Ashar Ahmed Yaseen Algaralleh
Supervised by: Prof. Ahmad Mohammed Al-Louzi
Abstract

The scope of this study is to demonstrate the criminal liability arising from the
dissemination of false news using electronic means, due to its political, social, and
economic dimensions that may impact national security or individuals' interests. The
Jordanian legislator addressed the crime of spreading false news in the Electronic Crimes
Law No. .of 2023 (17)The researcher arrived at several conclusions, notably the
legislator's use of multiple similar terms in criminalizing false news, resulting in
ambiguity. The problematic definition of false news and the diverse wording used to
criminalize it in general and specific criminal laws raise concerns that the absence of a
specific legislative concept for false news could grant broad discretionary authority to
competent authorities in dealing with these criminal texts involving false news through
electronic means. Consequently, they may be compelled to impose restrictive measures
on dealing with such news. In light of the above, the researcher recommended several
actions, including the necessity for legislative harmonization of the terms used in criminal
texts that criminalize the dissemination of false news. This plays a crucial role in
regulating the criminal text, which is the actual instrument for achieving its objectives,
and contributes to judicial coherence in applying criminal texts consistent with the

intended purpose of criminal legislation.

Keywords: False News, Electronic Means, Electronic Crimes.
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